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Gated Communities ς 
The Antithesis of Connectedness? 

ÅA ubiquitous 
development type 
since 1980 

 

ÅIntended to ensure 
άǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ǉǳƛŜǘΣ 
and a sense of 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ 
ïFortress America, 

Blakely and Snyder, 
1997 
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Issues with Gated Communities 

Åά¢ƘŜ ƎŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ 
segregation of the population. Those who 
are gated are choosing  . . . to protect 
themselves from the rest of the city. This is 
contrary to the vision of a democratic and 
ƻǇŜƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ώΧϐΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
urban pattern becomes more segregated, 
more differentiated. This is not socially 
ŀŘƳƛǊŀōƭŜ ƻǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜέ 

ïJoan Clos I Matthieu, Executive Director of UN 
Human Settlements Programme 
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Local Prohibitions 
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Legal Considerations 
ÅKaiser Aetna v. United 

States, 444 US 164, 176 
(1979) 
ïNeighborhood improved a 

pond to allow access to ocean 
ïtǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ IŀǿŀƛΩƛ 

law 
ïUS sued arguing improvements 

resulted in extension of 
navigable waters 
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ÅάhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƴŘƭŜ 
of [property] rights . . . The right to exclude 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 
 



Political Considerations 

ÅGated communities 
are popular 
ï40% of all new homes 

in California 

 

ÅάEnclaves to preserve 
the values of the 
ǿŜǎǘΦέ 
ïSlouching toward 

Gomorrah, Robert 
Bork, 2003 
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Gated Communities in  
East Baton Rouge Parish 

ÅExplosive population growth 
since 1990 

ïAmong the fastest growing in the 
South in 2000s 

ï4% of all subdivisions are gated 
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Early Gated Communities 

ÅVehicle-centric  

ÅSingle entry 

ÅNo connections to broader community  
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Impact on Transportation System 

ÅSecond most congested midsize city in US 

ÅProblem is the lack of connectivity 

ïάŀƴ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ŏǳƭ-de-ǎŀŎǎέ 
ÅJohn Fregonese, Portland, OR planner 

ïάŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƛǊǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴέ 
ÅJohn Congelese, developer  
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Addressing the Problem 

 

 

 

ÅEliminate incentives for private streets 

ïRaise standards for private streets 

ïRequire all private streets be posted 
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Addressing the Problem 
ÅLearn from history 
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