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Our Guests 

ÅMartha H. Chumbler 
ïCarlton Fields, Tallahassee 
Å850.513.3612  

Åmchumbler@carltonfields.com 

 

ÅSorell E. Negro 
ïRobinson & Cole LLP, Miami 
Å786.725.4112  

Åsnegro@rc.com  
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And Your Co-Hosts 

ÅProf. Daniel R. Mandelker, FAICP 

ïWashington University School of Law 

 

 

ÅDwight Merriam, FAICP 

ïRobinson & Cole LLP 
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²Ƙŀǘ Lǎ ά¦Ǌōŀƴ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέΚ 
 ÅSchool gardens 

ÅRooftop greenhouses 

ÅCommunity gardens 

ÅMicro-livestock 

ÅVertical farming 

ÅCommercial farming 
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Why Are the Principal Areas of 
Concern for Local Government 

Lawyers? 
 

ÅIs urban ag allowed?  

ÅShould it be allowed? 

ÅWhere should it be  

    allowed? 

ÅDo we need an Urban 

    Ag Ordinance? 

ÅWhat about the  

    neighbors? 

 



Types of Zoning Used? 
 

ÅTypes of Zones 
Å Urban ag zones 
Å Industrial zones for food 

processing 
Å Greenbelt zones 
Å Amending existing zoning 

ordinances to allow urban ag 
activities in certain zones 

Å Overlay zones 
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Kinds of Urban Ag Uses/Districts?  
 
 

ÅTypes of Urban Ag Uses/Districts 

ïNon-profit/Commercial 

ïGrowing 
ÅE.g., backyard garden, front yard garden, rooftop garden, hydroponics, 

vertical growing, commercial farms, window garden, orchards  

ÅIndoor v. outdoor growing 

ïLivestock/poultry 

ïBees 

ïInfrastructure 
Åe.g., hoop houses, chicken coops,  

greenhouses, raised beds, composting, terracing 

ïMarketing, distributing, selling 

ïComposting 

 



Overarching Considerations? 

Å/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ 

ÅPiecemeal approach v. comprehensive urban ag 
regulation 

ÅUse considerations: 

ïScale and intensity of use ς how large of an area can be used 
for the urban ag use 
ÅTypes and purpose of the urban ag activities (and location) 

ÅAncillary uses and structures including infrastructure 

ÅDefine urban ag activities allowed.  Definitions are very important 
and vary widely in urban ag ordinances. 
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More Considerations? 

ÅRestrictions on/requirements for use 

ïHours of operation 

ïParking requirements 

ïNoise, lighting restrictions 

ïFencing requirements 

ïSetbacks  
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And Still More?  
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ÅTypes of equipment and infrastructure allowed 
ÅSignage requirements 
ÅMaintenance requirements 
ÅLivestock 
ÅLimit on types and number  
    of each type 
ÅSetbacks 
ÅInfrastructure/housing requirements 
ÅRequire a certain amount of space per animal 
ÅStandards for cleanliness/maintenance 
ÅRestrictions on male animals 
ÅLicensing 

ÅBans in certain zones or districts 



What Are  
Some Instructive Examples? 

ÅExamples of Urban Ag Regulations 

ÅFt. Lauderdale 

ÅBoston 

ÅHartford 
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